
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 

                      Page 2 

The 2019 Annual Report provides a summary of our school’s performance over the past year. It details our 

student performance in academic and non-academic areas and outlines the progress we have made in 

implementing key strategies outlined in our 2018-2020 Business Plan. Importantly, it also describes the 

extent to which we have achieved the performance targets and milestones that were set in our Business 

Plan. Contained within this report are the highlights of the year in the areas of school and student 

performance and financial and human resource management. As an Independent Public School, Armadale is 

committed to implementing and achieving all the requirements of both our 2018-2020 Delivery and 

Performance Agreement and the 2019 Funding Agreement and this Annual Report presents a summary of 

the extent to which we have achieved this. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

It is with pleasure that I present the Annual Report for 2019 which provides an over view of our progress and 

achievement of the targets the plan was designed to address. During the last three years, regular updates 

were provided to the School Board on progress being achieved in each of the following four sections of the 

plan:  

 Successful students – Literacy and Numeracy 

 Excellence in Teaching and Learning 

 Building a Positive School Culture and Strong Community Partnerships 

 Future Focused 
 
The ongoing monitoring of school progress against our targets allowed for immediate intervention as 

required by our teachers. The use of technology and online assessments has expedited the diagnostic 

analysis of student performance allowing for greater teacher focus on planning and instruction for 

improvement. At the core of everything we do is the Armadale focus on Attitude, Persistence and Success. 

We will continue our strong focus on Lesson Design, Tribes and Quality Instruction and ensure we provide a 

safe and inclusive environment to meet the needs of the whole child. 

 I would like to thank all members of the board for their continued support and their valuable feedback on 

the direction and operations of our school. The P&C have been a source of support as they continue to 

provide funding to the school which has provided additional resources for our students and also built social 

capital through their successful running of events.  

I would like to acknowledge the Armadale PS staff for their continued hard work, dedication, passion and 

commitment to providing the best possible educational experience for our students. I would also like to 

acknowledge our fantastic students, supportive parents, community members, volunteers and external 

agencies for helping to create the community we have at Armadale. Thank you to the staff, parents and 

community members who made contributions to our successful Public School Review where the school was 

given the rating of ‘effective’.  I feel very privileged and extremely proud to have the opportunity to lead our 

wonderful school in the capacity of Principal and look forward to the challenges and successes that lie ahead 

in 2020. 

I hope you enjoy reviewing our achievements throughout the year and our plans for continual improvement. 

Fiona Blundell 

Principal 
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P&C REPORT 

2019 has seen the P&C hold many profitable fundraisers. These have included, 

 Colour Fun Day 
 5c Fundraiser  
 Mother’s Day Stall 
 Father’s Day Stall 
 Movie Night 

With these successful fundraisers we have donated a large amount to the school at the end of the year, 

which will enable them to purchase Reading Eggs & Mathletics along with a large amount of money to be put 

into an account for a future project.  

There was a change in fundraising convenors this year which saw a change in the way volunteers were asked 

to help. This saw a rise in the amount of volunteers the P&C had at many fundraisers. 

After receiving uniform samples from Nell Gray, the school board voted in favour of the changes to the 

school polo, faction shirt, hat & jacket. After consultation with the school community it was agreed to go 

ahead with the changes to all. The school polo shirts were ordered and arrived just before school went back 

for the year. Hats will arrive week 3 or 4. We have had a lot of pre-orders and those orders will be filled when 

they arrive.  

Jackets and faction shirts will be ordered in late Term 1 ready for winter. 

The canteen has held many ‘special’ days to try and increase sales as it has been down in the past years. It 

has proven to be somewhat successful, with the community getting involved. They have also started cooking 

more food in-house as opposed to ordering in. The kids are really enjoying the home cooked food.  

Thank you once again for your support in 2019. Here’s hoping we have another big year in 2020.  

Thank you  

 

Melinda Linton 

P&C President  
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ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LITERACY  
In 2019, students have participated in a wide range of learning sequences guided by the Western Australian 
Curriculum, APS Literacy policy and evidence based practices. Teachers continue to teach using the gradual 
release model of responsibilities through a robust literacy block. This year, a synthetic phonics program (PLD) 
was extended to all year levels as well as our tier 2 intervention program was extended to ensure all student 
needs were being catered for.  
 
Teachers have engaged in a wide range of professional learning. All new staff and teachers in years 4-6 
attended the PLD Phonics Professional learning. School based professional learning was delivered to teachers 
on Brightpath to moderate and create learning sequences. Teachers were provided with planning documents 
to create effective multimodal reading and viewing lessons. To support teachers in the new spelling process, 
information sessions were held on how to differentiate in Spelling. The focus for 2020 will involve the 
continuation of differentiation across Writing and Reading. 2019 has seen growth in our Tier 2 intervention 
program ‘Letters and Sounds,’ which now caters for more than 30 students. This program has reduced 
students receiving very low and low progress by 30%. These students are now making moderate progress 
and achievement. Teachers will continue to receive professional learning on Brightpath, Spelling, Reading 
and Writing in order to further develop skills.  
 

2018-2020 BUSINESS PLAN TARGETS STATUS SUMMARY 

Armadale Primary School Year 5 mean score 
for all 4 areas is above both the WA and 

National mean. 

ACHIEVED Achieved by the Year 5 cohort. 
 

Armadale Primary School Year 3 mean score 
for all 4 areas is above both the WA and 

National mean. 

NOT 
ACHIEVED 

Achieved in all areas but Spelling.  

Armadale Primary School students maintain 
their performance in the “High Progress High 
Achievement” quadrant in Writing, Spelling 

and Grammar & Punctuation for Year 3 – Year 
5 in Student Progress and Achievement for 

like schools. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 

Achieved in Spelling. Students received low 
progress high achievement in Writing and 
Grammar and Punctuation.  

Armadale Primary School students achieve in 
the “High Progress High Achievement” 

quadrant in Reading for Year 3 – Year 5 in 
Student Progress and Achievement for like 

schools. 

 
ACHIEVED  

Achieved high progress and high achievement 
in Reading.  

Progress of students in our stable cohort from 
Year 3 – Year 5 (all assessment areas) to be 

equal or better than like schools, WA schools 
and Australian schools. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 

Achieved by Year 5 Cohort in Writing and 
Reading. Year 3 students are lower than like 
schools when making high and moderate 
progress. 

Focus Area 1 

Successful Students – Literacy and Numeracy 
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50% of the tested cohort to achieve ‘Very 
High’ or ‘High’ progress from On Entry 

(Module 1) to Year 3 NAPLAN in Reading 
(2016 -23%, 2017- 43%). 

NOT 
ACHIEVED 

27% of the tested cohort achieved very high or 
high progress. 73% achieved moderate, low or 
very low progress.  

PAT-R Achievement target: 
70% of Year 1 – 6 students will be at or above 

the norm referenced mean score for their 
year level in the Term 4 assessment. 

ACHIEVED Achieved: Year 2, Year 4, Year 5 
Not Achieved : Year 1, Year 3, Year 6 

PAT-R Progress target: 
80% of students increase their scale score by 
8 or more points each year, based on end of 

year assessment. 

NOT 
ACHIEVED  

This target was not achieved in 2019.  

 
2019 NAPLAN Test Results 

APS vs National & State Average 

 READING SPELLING GRAMMAR WRITING 

 Aust WA APS Aust WA APS Aust WA APS Aust WA APS 

Year 3 432 427 454 419 412 407 440 435 454 523 420 424 

Year 5 506 504 533 501 500 504 499 498 516 474 471 487 

 

 
FINDINGS: 

 APS continues to perform within the expected range of performance for the ‘predicted school mean’.  

 APS is above National and State averages in all areas bar Year 3 Spelling.  

 APS was below the National and State averages in 50% of learning areas in 2018. We are above in 
most areas in 2019, demonstrating significant improvement.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 Continue whole school approach to explicit teaching- synthetic phonics/spelling for K-6.  

 Continued focus on explicit teaching of phonics concepts in K-3 (PLD) 

 Staff to participate in professional learning focusing on differentiation in Reading.  

 Brightpath assessment to be administered in Term 1 and 3 for moderation, differentiation 

and individual learning goals.  
 Continue with Typing Club (Yr 2) & Typing Tournament (Term 2-4, Yr 4; Term 1, Yr 5) programs. 

 Continue with GVP focus in Literacy Blocks; trial VCOP program in 3 classes.  

 Oracy to continue in Year 4 and 6.  
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NUMERACY  

In 2019, students from Kindergarten to Year 6 engaged in Numeracy programs designed to provide robust 
learning of the content described in the Western Australian Mathematics Curriculum strands of Number & 
Algebra, Measurement & Geometry and Statistics & Probability. Learning experiences were designed to 
support students in developing competency in the mathematical proficiency strands of Understanding, 
Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.  
 
The capacity of staff to lead and improve the planning, teaching and assessment of numeracy is being 
strengthened to ensure that whole school processes are consistent, actively implemented and data 
informed. Numeracy Committee members share their expertise and provide regular targeted support to 
teachers in implementing key strategies in the School Business and Numeracy Operational Plan 2019. Amy 
Harvey leads staff in implementing reSolve, a problem solving approach to teaching Mathematics. She has 
provided support for staff in planning, teaching and assessing across K-6 year levels using reSolve. This 
included lesson demonstrations and the establishment and regular enhancement of a range of resources for 
staff to access in order for them to teach reSolve. Following the analysis of responses from the Teacher 
Confidence Surveys conducted in 2018 and 2019, professional learning was planned and conducted to best 
meet the needs identified by teachers whilst staying accountable to key strategies in the Numeracy 
Operational Plan. Numeracy Committee members tailored professional learning opportunities for staff in 
new areas of interest, such as the Bar Model of Problem Solving, as well as established areas such as 
Madeline Hunter’s Lesson Design, explicit teaching of mathematical vocabulary, mental computation 
strategies and problem solving strategies.  
 

 2018-2020 BUSINESS PLAN TARGETS STATUS SUMMARY 
Armadale Primary School Year 3 and Year 5 mean 
score is maintained to be above both WA and 
National mean. 

 
ACHIEVED 

Achieved by both Year 3 and Year 5 cohorts. 
 

Armadale Primary School students maintain their 
performance in the “High Progress High 
achievement” quadrant for Year 3 to Year 5 in 
student Progress and Achievement for like 
schools. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 

Student Progress was lower when compared 
to Like, WA and National schools, however, 
compared to Like, WA and National schools, 
our achievement was higher.  

Progress of students in our stable cohort from 
Year 3 to Year 5 to be equal or better than like 
schools, WA schools and Australian schools. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 
 

Student Progress was lower when compared 
to Like, WA and National schools.  

To increase the number of students in the stable 
cohort achieving very high or high progress from 
On Entry (Module 1) to Year 3 NAPLAN in 
Numeracy. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 

In 2018, 28.5% of students in Year 3 achieved 
high or very high progress. In 2019, 21% 
achieved high or very high progress. 
 

PAT Maths - 70% of Year 1 – 6 students will be at 
or above the norm referenced mean score for 
their year level in the Term 4 assessment. 

 
ACHIEVED 

70% of students in Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 
achieved above the norm referenced mean 
score. 65% of students in Years 3 and 5 
achieved above the norm referenced mean 
score.  

PAT Maths - 80% of students increase their scale 
score by 8 or more points each year based on end 
of year assessment. 

 
NOT 

ACHIEVED 

Due to the nature of the target, we are unable 
to demonstrate that our students are 
achieving at the expected level or higher. This 
target will be changed for the new business 
plan.   
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At least 25% of students from each year group 
(PP – Year 6) to achieve an A or B grade at the 
end of the year. 
 

 
ACHIEVED 

 

The lowest percentage for any year group was 
44% (Year 6) and the highest was 63% (Year 
1). 
 

The number of students in each cohort achieving 
an A or B grade each will increase each year by 
10% 

 
NOT  

ACHIEVED 
 

Student cohorts in Years 1, 2 and 3 all 
increased by 10% or more. Students cohorts in 
Years 4, 5 and 6 increased by a lower 
percentage.  

Measure teacher confidence to implement the 
Armadale Primary School Numeracy Policies to 
gain feedback on leadership practices with 
annual survey. 

 
 

ACHIEVED 

Survey conducted in Term 3 2019. Teacher 
confidence around planning, teaching and 
assessing Numeracy has improved in a 
number of aspects. Data collected is used to 
inform professional learning and support 
provided to teachers in 2020. 

 

STRATEGY – BUSINESS PLAN STATUS 

All teachers to implement a robust numeracy program. 
 

ACHIEVED 

Mathematical proficiencies and higher order thinking skills are to be embedded and 
explicitly taught in numeracy programs. 

ACHIEVED 

Differentiated programs to be implemented to cater for the needs of all students. ACHIEVED 

Current APS numeracy Policy documents to be reviewed and edited if necessary at the 
end of each year. 

ACHIEVED 

Numeracy Curriculum Leader to engage Numeracy Committee to work collaboratively 
with other teachers to ensure implementation of whole school practices. 

ACHIEVED 

APS to be actively involved in ReSolve program. ACHIEVED 
Mental strategy charts and prompt cards to be displayed in all classrooms as per Mental 

Calculation Strategies Scope and Sequence.  

 
ACHIEVED 

The “How Did You Do it Strategy” (explained in First Steps in Maths Calc KU 5) to be 
embedded in the numeracy planning on a weekly and daily basis.   

ACHIEVED 

Mental maths competitions to continue and directly linked to the Mental Calculation 

Strategies Scope and Sequence.   

 
ACHIEVED 

The APS Problem Solving strategy charts to be displayed in all classrooms.   
 

ACHIEVED 

Whole school explicit teaching of “CUBES” strategy as a problem solving strategy that 

highlights key mathematical terms used in word problems.    

 
ACHIEVED 

Lists of words to be explicitly taught for each year level and used in conjunction with 
Maths Journals.  Students to demonstrate mathematical reasoning using vocabulary 
appropriately and accurately.  

 
ACHIEVED 

All year groups to use the Maths Tracker to create a collaborative plan for the teaching 
of the Content Descriptors over the year.   

ACHIEVED 

All teachers to use the Maths Tracker to plan for targeted, differentiated groups using 
the Maths Tracker. 

ACHIEVED 

All teachers to monitor student achievement on their Teacher Feedback File of the 
Maths Tracker.  

ACHIEVED 

Achievement Standard Summary reports to be produced from the Maths Tracker data in 
pdf format for each child at the end of the year.  

ACHIEVED 
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Teachers to work in conjunction with Learning Support Coordinator and Key Numeracy 
Committee members in their phase of learning to use data to identify students 
academically at risk, students in need of extension and students who are making 
unsatisfactory progress.  

 
ACHIEVED 

Teachers to implement a case management approach for identified students by 
providing highly targeted, data-informed programs that are designed to improve student 
outcomes.   

ACHIEVED 

Maths Journal exemplars and ReSolve activities to be exemplified and used for 
moderation with other school in our network and/or on Connect Communities. 

 
NOT ACHIEVED 

 
Numeracy Committee to work towards achievement of “Maths Active” School as 
described by MAWA.  This will include the planning of whole school numeracy events 
and the promotion of our numeracy programmes within our local network of schools.  
The development of a maths webpage and parent information evenings to be a vehicle 
for parent and community engagement.  

 
NOT ACHIEVED 

 

 
2019 NAPLAN TEST RESULTS 
 

 
Armadale Primary School NAPLAN Numeracy Scores Comparison with Like Schools, State & National 
Averages 
 

 Aust WA Like Schools APS 
Year 3 408 405 400 419 

Year 5 496 492 489 504 

 

FINDINGS: 
 Both Year 3 and Year 5 student cohorts scored averages above like schools, Western Australian and 

Australian schools. 

 Teaching practices from Kindergarten to Year 6 align with strategies in the Numeracy Operational Plan 
and APS Business Plan, providing students with a consistent and cohesive learning environment.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 Amy Harvey to continue leading the school in implementing reSolve, a national initiative promoting 

problem solving and mathematical proficiency by the Australian Association of Maths Teachers.  



   

 
 

                      Page 10 

 Numeracy Committee members to support staff in implementing a robust numeracy program with 
explicit teaching of mathematical vocabulary, mental computation strategies and problem solving 
strategies.  

 Numeracy Committee members to support staff in teaching mathematics content and proficiencies 
outlined in the Western Australian Curriculum using Madeline Hunter’s lesson design.  

 Numeracy Committee to continue exploring the Bar Model method of problem solving to compliment 
whole school processes already in place, such as CUBES.  

 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOL REVIEW 
On May 28, 2019, the school underwent the Public School Review which occurs every three years and is 

conducted by representatives of the Department of Education’s Public School Accountability directorate.  

The principal provides the review team with a self-assessment of the school’s performance based on the 

evidence collected by the principal and staff. This information is then validated by the review team and the 

school is given a rating of either ‘Effective’ or ‘Needs Improvement’.  

The following aspects of the review were confirmed: 

 The Principal submitted a comprehensive and rigorous self-assessment. 

 A wide scope and multiple sources of credible evidence were selected for analysis. 

 The selection of evidence provided an open and transparent account of the current school 

context and performance. 

 There is alignment between evidence of school performance, observations and judgements about 

performance. 

 Collaboration and staff engagement in whole-school improvement was validated during the 

school visit. 

 A number of staff actively engaged and contributed their reflection during the school-based 

validation phase. 

 

Armadale Primary School Public School Review, May 2019 

 
The review looks at the six domains, including, relationships and partnerships, learning environment, 

leadership, use of resources, teaching quality and student achievement and progress. 

The school was deemed to be ‘Effective’ as the school demonstrates effective practice in creating the 

conditions required for student success. 

If you are interested in reading the full report, it is located on the school website armadaleps.wa.edu.au 
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BEHAVIOUR & STUDENT SERVICES 
As a school, we are often complimented on the behaviour of our students from both visitors to the school 

and when our students are attending or participating in events in the community. With our core values of 

Attitude, Persistence, Success and the continuation of Tribes, our children learn to articulate their emotions 

appropriately and are encouraged to problem-solve independently. 

The school invests heavily in the creation of a safe, inclusive and happy learning and social environment for 

all students. Our School Chaplaincy program continued throughout the year with a number of programs 

being run to assist small groups and individual students with a range of needs. The Year 6 Peer Mediators 

continue to work with students in the playground and help them deal with different social situations. They 

continue to be excellent role models to other students in our school and are readily identified by their 

orange cap. 

The table below shows the percentage or negative behaviours (of total behaviours) recorded onto the School 

Information System (SIS). The figures show an increase compared to previous years and could be interpreted 

that the school is seeing an overall increase in inappropriate behaviour. With closer analysis of the data, the 

rise is due to a small group of students and not an indication of an overall decrease in behaviour standards. 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

17% 15% 14% 15% 22% 

  

Focus Area 2 

Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
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THE NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD (NQS) 
 
The National Quality Standard (NQS) sets a high national benchmark for early childhood education and care 
throughout Australia by identifying elements in day-to-day programs that optimise children’s learning and 
development. In Western Australia it is used by all schools, to reflect against teaching and learning practice, 
to ensure program quality in the early years (Kindergarten – Year 2). The NQS is comprised of seven Quality 
Areas, which are broken down into 15 standards and 48 elements. The standards are high level outcome 
statements, under which sit elements that describe outcomes contributing to the standard being met.  
Schools assess themselves as being either ‘Meeting’ or ‘Working Towards’ each Quality Area.  
 
Each year at Armadale Primary School, our early childhood staff, led by Deputy Principal and K-2 Phase 
Leader Jess Munro engage in rich, collaborative discussions to reflect upon current practice, identify areas of 
strength and improvement and connections to school priorities and planning. Reflections are collated and 
the official Department NQS audit document is completed annually, by Principal Fiona Blundell.  
 
In 2019, the K-2 Phase Team identified areas of strength as the delivery of developmentally appropriate 
teaching and learning programs through using the WA Curriculum and the outcomes it contains to guide 
their planning. Staff feel that the Early Years Learning Framework sits above all documents as a pedagogical 
umbrella and that Western Australian Curriculum and school based targets drive planning. Teachers use an 
eclectic mix of programs and teaching styles dependent upon the classroom context and in partnership with 
whole school and early years’ specific strategies. Play based learning is at the core of good teaching in the 
early years at Armadale Primary School. Teachers support the development of the whole child across all 
developmental domains enabling them to reach their full potential. 
 
At Armadale Primary School, we support children in building and maintaining sensitive and responsive 
relationships with peers, staff and their families.  Staff foster secure attachment through consistent and 
warm nurturing relationships through enacting a range of early childhood specific and whole school 
strategies. We ensure staff are emotionally available and support children’s expression of their thoughts and 
feelings, allowing student’s basic needs to be met and for them to thrive in their learning environment.   
 
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment remains an area we are still working towards meeting the standard for. 
The school grounds are made up of beautiful natural environment and a number of high-quality resources, 
however, the Pre-primary outdoor play environment poses limitations. The admin team is investigating the 
remodelling of the Pre-primary grassed area, to open it up and provide the children with more space to run 
and to make supervision easier.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality Area 1:  Education Program and Practice Meeting 

Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety Meeting 
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment Working Towards 

Quality Area 4: Staffing Arrangement Meeting 

Quality Area 5: Relationships with Children Meeting 
Quality Area 6: Collaborative Partnerships with Families and Communities Meeting 

Quality Area 7: Governance and Leadership Meeting 
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HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (HASS) 
At Armadale PS, History and Geography are taught in Pre-Primary to Year 6. In 2018 the following areas were 
added to the school’s reporting schedule: Civics and Citizenship (Years 3 to 6) and Economics and Business 
(Years 5 and 6).  The Western Australia Curriculum and Assessment Outline, HASS curriculum scope and 
sequence provided the framework for teachers to implement engaging programs in this learning area. As a 
school we continue to look at how to ensure consistency within and across year levels when reporting on this 
Learning Area. Integrated learning, research projects and the use of digital technologies provided students 
with a range of opportunities to engage in learning.  
 

Highlights: 

 ANZAC Commemorative Service  

 Harmony Day 

 West Week activities 

 NAIDOC Celebrations 

 Chinese New Year 

 Remembrance Day 

 Excursions – Parliament House, Maritime Museum, Perth Zoo.  
 

THE ARTS (MUSIC) 
Music is taught by our specialist music teacher Ms Bree Hartley to all Year 1 to 6 students. Lessons are diverse, 
engaging and hands-on. ICT is incorporated into sessions where appropriate with students becoming familiar 
with a range of apps and techniques.  Junior and Senior Choirs perform at a multitude of in-school and out of 
school events, and are held in high regard by the community. In addition, the school runs a lunchtime Ukulele 
Club and a School Band (incorporating a range of instruments). 

Selected students in Years 5 and 6 participate in the IMSS (Instrumental Music School Services) program on 
flute, guitar, brass and clarinet. 

Highlights: 

The school regularly has music incursions and this year the Torres Strait Islander group ‘Wyniss’ (presented by 
Musica Viva in Schools) performed at the school in August. For eight weeks prior to the concert students 
explored the language, culture and music of the Torres Strait Islands. The concert and lesson content were 
embraced by the students and deep learning experiences occurred. 

The school participates in a number of whole-school singing events including ‘Music Count Us In 2019’ which 
involves students singing simultaneously with students from across Australia in November. The song this year 
was the catchy ‘We Are’. 

The annual music tour by Kelmscott Senior High School was a highlight of the year with six of our students 
participating in the tour, being part of various ensembles run at the High School. With the tour including 
Armadale Primary School, our students were able to engage with live music (choral and instrumental) and 
practise the skill of being a good audience member. 

The annual music concert was a successful evening event in November that gave a relaxed performance 
opportunity to all IMSS students, the School Band and the Ukulele Club. Parents and members of the school 
community were invited to attend and feedback was warm and positive. 

The Senior Choir performed to the community by taking part in the ‘Music in the Mall’ season in Jull Street 
Armadale, singing at the school ANZAC commemorative assembly, attending Senior Dale Fest, participating in 
One Big Voice (Australia’s largest massed singing festival) and being featured at the City of Armadale Carols by 
Candlelight event. 
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LANGUAGES (INDONESIAN) 
Halo. Selamat siang. Apa kabar? (Hello. Good day. How are you?) 
 

Students in Years 3-6 are learning the Indonesian language (Bahasa Indonesia) under the instruction of Mr 
Rankin, aka Pak Rankin (Pak translates into Mr).  They receive one hourly lesson per week. 
 

There is a strong focus on understanding and developing vocabulary used in simple daily conversations. This 
includes the ever important need for 
politeness and basic forms of greeting and leave taking. The students learn how to share information about 
themselves, such as their personal identity, their opinions and preferences, as well as sports and hobbies 
they enjoy doing.  
 

They practise exchanging basic information that centres around family, friends, pets, dates, telling time, 
sports, hobbies and travelling around.  Students are also taught how Indonesian people use their language to 
talk about every day common activities that they engage in either at home, at school or in their larger 
community.  
 

Students are also given the opportunity to experience many Indonesian cultural aspects. Some of these 
include being able to dress in traditional costumes, cook Indonesian food (fried rice and fried noodles), 
create menus and recipe books, sing songs, participate in dances, watch cultural films, read traditional 
stories, as well as perform in role plays and make video recordings using i-pads.  
In Term 4 this year, the Year 5 and Year 6 students were involved in a Market Trading Simulation game. They 
enjoyed being able to buy and sell simulated food items using Indonesian currency called Rupiah.   
 

Sampai jumpa lagi ( Goodbye, until next time) 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Students at Armadale Primary School participate in a wide range of Physical Education Activities. Students 
from years 1-6 complete structured physical activity for a minimum of two hours per week in accordance 
with the Federal Government’s mandated requirements for primary school aged children. The school’s 
program aims to develop student’s game skills, strategies, dance, body awareness and team skills. Students 
are assessed according the West Australian Curriculum and Judging Standards. Students are taught and 
assessed on a wide range of sports including netball, athletics, tee-ball, cricket and soccer.  
 

We have achieved pleasing results in the inter-school sports association in 2019. At the DDSA Track and Field 
Events, APS won both team games and overall shields. The students who represented our school 
demonstrated great sportsmanship and their behaviour towards the events and competitors was of the 
highest standard. These students represented the school displaying all the Tribes Agreements adopted by 
Armadale Primary School.  
 

CARNIVAL YEAR 
LEVELS 

WINNER 

APS Faction Swimming Carnival 
 

3-6 Pluto 

DDSA Winter Carnival 5-6 Netball: Div A: First 
 

APS Faction Cross Country 3-6 Intermediate: Jupiter 
Senior: Pluto 

DDSA Cross-Country Carnival 
 

3-6 Armadale Primary School 

APS Faction Athletics Carnival 1-6 Junior: Pluto 
Senior: Venus 
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NON-ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
ATTENDANCE 
The attendance rate for the 2019 school year is 92.6%, which places the school above the state and just 
below the Like Schools average for the year.  The school, like many others across the state, experienced a 
significant cold and flu season with many students absent from school for extended periods of time. 
 
We continue to have students whose attendance is of concern and they are monitored regularly by both 
class teachers and administration. Students are considered ‘severe at risk’ if their attendance is below 60%. 
We currently have 1 student in this category and overall we have 96 students who are not attending 90% or 
more of the time which is deemed to be regular attendance by the Dpartment. This is a slight drop compared 
to 2018 where we had 122 students not attending regularly. 
 
The majority of extended absences are from families taking holidays during the term or periods of illness. We 
are seeing a drop in some student’s grades due to high absenteeism which is concerning. 

Primary Attendance Rates 

 Attendance Rate 

School WA Public 
School 

Like 
Schools 

2016 94.2% 92.6% 93.6% 

2017 93.9% 92.7% 93.8% 

2018 94.6% 92.6% 93.6% 

2019 92.6% 91.6% 92.8% 

 
2019 ATTENDANCE PLAN 
Each year the school sets a number of improvement targets based on historical and or the previous year’s 
data.  

Target Result Achieved? 
Regular attendance for current students to increase from 77.7% (2018) to 
83% or higher in 2019. 

 
76.3% 

Not  
Achieved 

Unexplained half day absences for current students to be reduced in 2019: 

Semester 1: 8% or less 
 

0.35% 
Achieved 

Semester 2: 8% or less 1.5% Achieved 

To reduce the number of students in the ‘indicated’ category for 
attendance. 

 
77 

Not 
Achieved 

The total percentage attendance for the 2019 Pre-Primary cohort to 
increase from 92.6% (2018) to 95% in 2019.   

 
91% 

Not  
Achieved 

 

Focus Area 3 

Building a positive school culture and strong 
community partnerships 
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SCHOOL ACTIVITIES & HIGHLIGHTS OF 2019 
Students at Armadale Primary School accessed a wide range of enrichment activities including:  

 ‘100 Day’ celebrations (PP & Year 1) 

 3 Way 

 ANZAC Day Commemorative Service 

 APS Playgroup 

 Armadale History Walk (Year 2)  

 Armadale Reptile & Wildlife Centre excursion (Year 2) 

 ASHS “WOW” Day (Year 6)  

 Assemblies 

 AQWA Excursion (Pre Primary) 

 Aussie of the Month Award 

 Book Fair 

 Book Week Activities 
 Book Awards Presentation Assembly 

 Buddy reading & ICT programs 

 Choir (Junior & Senior) 

 City of Armadale Carols (Senior Choir & Hopperoos) 

 Coding Club @ Lunch breaks 

 Colour Run 

 ‘Connect’ online communication  

  ‘Count Us In’ musical performance 

 DDSA Athletics & Jumps Carnivals  

 DDSA Cross-Country Carnival  

 DDSA Winter Lightning Carnival  

 DDSA Summer Lightning Carnival  

 Dieback Excursion (Year 6)  

 Electoral Office Excursion (Year 6) 
 Faction Cards Rewards System  

 Faction Athletics Carnival & Jumps Day 

 Faction Captains 

 Faction Cross-Country Carnival 

 Faction Points Competition 

 Faction Swimming Carnival  

 Fathering Project Activities 

 Forest Edge Year 6 Camp 

 Fremantle Maritime Museum excursion (Year 6) 

 Fremantle Prison Excursion (Year 5) 

 Green Team Sustainability Program 

 Harmony Day activities 

 Hopperoos Team 
 In-Term Swimming Lessons 

 Instrumental Music School Services 

 Jump Rope For Heart  

 Junior Dale Fest 

 Kelmscott SHS Music Tour Concert 

 Kindy End of Year Concert  

 Kindy Hospital Familiarisation Program 

 Kindy Open Days & Parent Meetings 
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 Lap-A-Thon 

 Lions Club Public Speaking Program 
 Lions Park Excursion (Pre Primary) 

 Literacy Pro Program 

 Loose Parts Play Shed 

 Mathletics Online  

 Middle & Upper School Sport 

 ‘Move To Learn’ program  

 ‘Music in the Mall’ 

 Musica Viva incursion 

 NAIDOC Week 

 NAPLAN Online (Year 3 & 5) 

 National Simultaneous Story Time 

 One Big Voice 

 ‘Oracy’ Oral Assessment Program (Year 6) 
 P&C Writing & Visual Arts Awards 

 P&C Discos 

 Parent Helper Morning Tea 

 Parent Open Night 

 Parliament House excursion (Year 6)  

 PEAC Testing 

 Peer Mediators program 

 Perth Zoo excursion (Year 3) 

 Reading Eggs Reading Program 

 Remembrance Day excursion (Student Councillors) 

 R U OK Day 

 Scholastic Book Fair 

 School Band 

 School Music Concert Night 
 School Photos 

 School Chaplain Program 

 Science Week 

 Science Slam presentation evening 

 Science Alive 

 Senior Dale Fest 

 STAWA Science Talent Search 

 Student Councillors 

 Student Leadership Conference 

 Transition Programs (K, PP, Year 1 & 6) 

 Tribes Luncheons 

 Typing Tournament (Year 4 & 5) & Typing Club (Year 2 & 3)  

 Ukulele program  
 WA Week activities 

 Walk to School Day 

 Waste Wise & Water Wise activities 

 Water-Fun Days  

 Wizard of Oz Excursion (Year 4) 

 Woolworths Earn and Learn 

 Year 6 Dance program 

 Year 6 Graduation Night 
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The Western Australian Curriculum: Technologies learning area comprises two subjects: Design and 

Technologies and Digital Technologies. The Technologies curriculum is written on the basis that all students 

in Western Australia will study both Technologies subjects throughout primary school from Pre-primary to 

the end of Year 6. Within Design and Technologies students have the opportunity to study at least one of the 

contexts being: Engineering principles and systems; Food and fibre production; Food specialisations; 

Materials and technologies specialisations). 

STRATEGY ACHIEVED? 

Include Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies in the APS Reporting to Parents 
Schedule.  

 

Provide support for staff in their planning and timetabling.   

Provide professional learning for staff to have the requisite skills and knowledge.  

Ensure there is flexibility in the school calendar for opportunities for whole school engagement 
in technologies activities and/or projects that are supplemental to regular technologies 
programmes.  

 

Establish and implement a class buddy system to facilitate sharing of knowledge and support in 
relation to the use of technologies. 

 

Raise the profile and accessibility of coding through software, hardware and learning programs.   

Establish and implement a buddy system to facilitate sharing and support of coding skills.  

Informal Professional Learning workshops to be provided by the ICT committee to up skill 
teachers in coding. 

 

Coding Club available to students during lunchtime.    

Coderdojo available to students after school.   

Management of school and home interface using Connect and Armadale Primary School website.  

Annual review and updating of the ICT policy.  

Regular minuted meetings of the ICT committee to guide school focus.   

Focus Area 4 

Future Focussed Students  



   

 
 

                      Page 20 

 

To support teachers in integrating the Technologies learning area across the curriculum, to enhance 

student learning. (Achieved) 

We continue to assess and report on Design and Technologies; Semester 

One and Digital Technologies; Semester Two in the APS Reporting to Parents 

Schedule. The context which was the focus for Design and Technologies, 

2019 was Materials and Technologies Specialisations. 

Plan, decide upon and purchase appropriate hardware and software. Specifically an upgrade 
schedule for touchscreens. 

 

Establish a whole- school approach to learning touch typing.   

Establish a whole -school approach to NAPLAN Online ICT skills.  

MILESTONES ACHIEVED? 

All staff to implement and report on the Technologies curriculum (2018).  

Professional learning provided for staff as required (2018-2020).  

Evidence of year level and/or learning team planning that integrates technologies across other 
learning areas (2019 & 2020). 

 

Documented evidence of coding programs and activities available to students.  

Improved access to coding hardware and software (2018-2020).  

Student survey each year (2017 baseline data) to measure coding knowledge and skills.    

Review of ICT Policy (2018-2020).  

Parent survey to gauge satisfaction of online communication (2020).  NA  

Successful completion of all elements of NAPLAN online.   

Evidence of continued investment in and upgrade of digital hardware and software.  
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This year, our Year Four students were involved in the Loch Mess Monster 

Upcycle Challenge (a City of Armadale schools recycled sculpture competition 

associated with the annual Armadale Highland Gathering). In the Technology 

Design process, students learnt to explore and harness their creative, 

innovative and imaginative ideas. There was a focus on the needs of the 

community when making decisions about the design and students had to be 

aware of the design characteristics and properties of materials, and the use 

of components and equipment when planning solutions. Our students were 

engaged in learning to explore the social and environmental sustainability 

implications of existing products and processes to raise awareness of their 

place in the world. The finished design was well-received by the voting 

public as we took out the Loch Mess Monster People’s Choice Award. The 

prize was an annual membership for our school to ReMida and a Jellyfish 

Plastics workshop for the students involved.  

As part of Lunar New Year 

celebrations, students were involved in learning experiences that 

integrated other learning areas such as Humanities with Design 

and Technologies (Materials and Technologies Specialisations). 

Parents, carers and other members of our school community 

participated in Technologies activities in various blocks within 

our school, with a focus on developing and communicating 

design ideas and decisions and suitable and safe practices when 

using materials for a range of purposes.  

We organised a whole school STEM Professional Learning workshop for 

staff on our first Staff Development Day, 2019. Our staff were 

introduced to newly developed STEM curriculum resources which 

illustrate a problem-based learning approach and would challenge our 

students to seek solutions to open-ended, real-world problems. As a 

result of our PL, teachers started using the STEM Learning Project 

resources to teach with an integrated approach across learning areas. 

Our passion for an integrated STEM approach was recognised and our 

Year Three students were asked to be involved in filming The Long Walk 

module which will be used for future PL in problem-based STEM learning. 

Lead teachers continue to attend PL 

sessions to upskill themselves and 

thus share their knowledge with 

other teachers. They have also been 

working closely with a number of 

teachers in the learning, teaching 

and assessing of Technologies. This 

has been through a variety of ways 

such as: modelling effective teaching 

of Technologies to demonstrate best 
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practice, creating assessment tasks and planning effective learning experiences. 

Model effective teaching of STEM Project Learning Resources to colleagues to 

demonstrate best practice.  

At Armadale Primary School, we have a buddy class system where our students 

work together. Our Years Four, Five and Six students meet regularly with our 

Years One, Two and Three students for peer tutoring of Digital Technologies 

skills.  

Develop students’ coding skills to prepare them for future school and 

workplace expectations. (Achieved) 

Last year, through the Darling Range Community Improvement Fund, 

we were presented with a cheque for $10,000 which we used to 

purchase extensive coding hardware such as: Dash Robots, OzoBots, 

BlueBots and Little Bits.  We also received, through the Armadale 

Community Improvement Fund, $11,000 which was used to purchase 

iPads. Students continue to make use of this hardware both in the 

classroom and at lunch times during STEM Club and Coding Club on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays. STEM Club has been a popular addition to 

lunch times and our students have enjoyed working on a number of 

planned and facilitated challenging activities where they have had to 

use their critical and creative thinking skills. We continue to work on 

making Coderdojo available to students after school; however, there 

are a shortage of coaches in our local area.      

In the Early Childhood Years, our students in Kindergarten, Pre-

Primary and Year One have experimented with using the BlueBots to 

support learning. Students have developed their coding skills through 

planning and creating algorithms and programs in Geography, 

Literacy and Mathematics. In the Middle and Upper Years, students 

have been coding using BlueBots, Dash Robots, Ozobots and Edison 

Robots. Students have been engaged in integrated learning 

experiences that have allowed them to work independently and 

collaboratively with other students through the processes of Digital Technology. Students have been 

provided with opportunities to know and understand the skills 

required of them for future school and workplace expectations. Our 

teachers have guided our students in using a variety of online 

resources such as: Grok Learning, Hour of Code, Scratch Jr, Scratch 

and Australian Computing Academy to code with visual-based and 

text-based programming languages. 

To continue to develop and refine the Armadale Primary School 

ICT Policy, as well as our resourcing and use of digital technologies. 

(Achieved) 
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This year, we created a three year Technologies Infrastructure Plan 2019 – 2021. The aim of this is so that we 

have Technologies resources which are up-to-date and allow the school to respond to modern trends and 

rapidly take advantage of future improvements in technologies delivery and infrastructure.  

Our students continue to develop their fine motor skills, mouse skills and keyboard knowledge through the 

use of programs such as: Reading Eggs, Paint, Microsoft Word, Mathletics, Literacy Pro and PAT Assessments.  

Year Two and Three students continue to use “Typing Club” to assist them with typing skills in preparation 

for NAPLAN Online. Our Year Four and Five students continue to use the program “Typing Tournament” to 

prepare them for NAPLAN online. Our Year Three students were able to successfully complete NAPLAN 

online using sets of iPads from Blocks One, Blocks Two and Blocks Four. Our Year Five students were able to 

successfully complete NAPLAN online using the set of library desktops and Laptops from Blocks Three.  

When investing in purchasing and upgrading digital hardware and software, our ICT Committee conducts 

meetings to ensure that the school is working towards achieving its targets in relation to the 2018-2020 

Business Plan, Future Focus. 

SCIENCE  
It has been a privilege to step into the Science teacher role this year as both support for APS and to extend 

my Science Teaching experience. I’ve enjoyed working with the students from Pre-Primary to Year 6 on such 

a diverse curriculum. It’s great to see the level of enthusiasm and positive behaviour exhibited by the 

students. I’ve also enjoyed the many interactions with students who’ve had thoughtful insights in Science 

and found something that they are eager to share.  

The students attend Science for 1 hour per week (PP – 4) or 2 hours per week (Year 5 and 6) in a well-

resourced laboratory with amazing modern facilities. The Science laboratory received additional funding to 

upgrade blinds and pin boards which have completed the extended refurbishment we received in 2018. The 

focus in Science has been on learning inquiry skills through hands-on activities, and learning the concepts of 

Human Endeavour and Key Understandings using a range of presentations including video clips, 

presentations and biographies. Another focus has been on current issues in Science such as climate change, 

threats to habitat and waste management. 

WASTEWISE and WATERWISE SCHOOL – APS received accreditation for the ongoing commitment to 

promoting waste-wise practices within the school including composting, paper recycling, batteries, coffee 

pods etc. This is a whole-school approach which requires further support in 2020 for improving our lives and 

promoting sustainability for the future.  

Green Team – This year, a team of volunteers collected food waste and paper lunch wrappers to compost in 

our tumblers. Senior students (Year 5 or 6) were selected as leaders and took on the responsibility for 

managing a small team of students to collect the scraps and process them. This year, 

we had low numbers of volunteers in the upper grades and thankfully, the middle 

grades stepped in to help the program. We couldn’t have managed without them; 

Thank you!  

Science Alive – Our Year 5 students attended an evening of Science fun starting with 

a high energy show with Mick from Science Alive. The students then put on their 

forensic thinking caps to solve a murder-mystery. The students explored dental 

impressions, fibres, footprints and fingerprints to uncover the perpetrator of a 
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crime. They then had to solve the key points of an investigation by coming together as a group to combine 

clues in an orderly process to solve the mystery. Well done team on your collaboration skills and good 

behaviour on the night. To finish up the night, the students had a go at creating fake wounds using special 

effects make up. Some of them looked ghastly! 

Science Week was held in August and students attended some lunchtime activities to get a taste for more 

science and to handle more of the exciting resources APS is so lucky to have. Many students enjoyed the 

activities and requested if these could be an ongoing program! 

Science Slam was well attended and students presented a concept of their choice and 

using their own method of presentation. This year approximately 40 children plus their 

‘assistants’ participated. For some, it was a small talk on a topic complete with a poster, 

or interactive board presentation; for others, it was talking the audience through an 

experiment as they demonstrated. Parents and relatives were eager to lend their 

support and even participate which was really great to see. It was awesome to see the 

confidence the students showed in speaking on the microphone and the effort they put 

into presenting a range of topics. There were lots of last minute additions and changes, 

but the evening went smoothly. We were delighted to have Mrs Blundell along as well as Mrs Colquhoun 

who were probably both relieved that the Coke and Mentos experiment was presented via video and not one 

actually demonstrated in the newly refurbished Science lab. And we broke the rule of no eating in the 

Science lab to test out the honeycomb experiment…but it wasn’t a fair test, some people got bigger pieces 

than others! 

A Science Assembly was held earlier this year and the theme centred on recycling waste materials in a 

fashion parade. The students gathered rubbish materials that would have ended up in landfill or recycling 

bins and turned them into high fashion. We had a range of dresses, latest robot fashions and hat wear. The 

students had researched facts about pollution caused by waste materials and presented these facts on the 

day. Although we had a bit of frivolity in the fashion parade, recycling was the big message of the day. 

Dieback Day for Year 6 students took place at Bob Blackburn Reserve again this year in conjunction with the 

Armadale City Environmental Department and Roley Bushcare. 60 students and many parents and teachers 

braved the heat to inject trees as part of an ongoing programme to protect them from Dieback. The 

excursion was the culmination of a series of lessons on learning about the threat of this fungus and its 

devastation on flora and fauna. The students’ behaviour was outstanding and they can be very proud of their 

contribution to caring for the environment. Mrs Colquhoun also helped out on the day and has had a long 

association with the program. Special thanks goes to the City of Armadale which supports this annual event 

by providing a bus.  

SCITECH Open Lab. Earlier in the year, Science teachers from the local network attended a support session in 

the APS lab. We came together to talk about the structure of Science lessons and how to set up a lab. This 

was a very informative session and initiated a small network of support for teaching Science in primary 

schools. 

Carolyn Richer 
Science Specialist, 2019 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

The school has now operated under a one-line budget for a number of years and in 2019 received its funds 
through the Student Centred Funding Model. This allows the school to have more flexibility in moving around 
our finances to suit the needs of the school and improve outcomes for students. 

In 2019 the school used funds to purchase Interactive Whiteboards, Swivel apparatus, computing hardware, 
Real School Program along with numerous other items. 
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