Armadale Primary School

ISSUE 4, 18TH MARCH 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
COVID-19 Impact on Armadale Primary School
We receive regular up-dates on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. As the information
changes or new information becomes available, this is shared via Connect. Decisions are
made based on advice from the Department of Education, the Health Department along
with written communication from the Government. These decisions are not made in
isolation but are system wide and when something pops up, either from parents or staff
that we are unsure about, we seek advice from the Corona Support Team. We appreciate
that we are all in unchartered waters, but as a school we are working hard to maintain high
hygiene standards with students and our surroundings whilst remaining calm. Panic buying
is not just affecting families, but is having an impact on what is available to schools.
Soap in the toilets is checked and refilled every afternoon by the cleaners and when
students report a lack of soap a member of admin goes to check and refill if necessary. All
dispensers have been checked and we currently have an order placed to get some new
ones in the school. We have spoken to all the students regarding the need to be mindful of
both soap and toilet paper as we are finding large quantities of both being spread around
toilets. We are constantly checking our stock to ensure we don’t run out. Like most of the
community, the school does not have access to hand sanitiser or antiseptic wipes for
student use. If parents are concerned about their child not having access to soap or hand
sanitiser, we advise you to purchase, if you can, a small bottle of hand sanitiser or have
some soap in a zip lock bag for your child to keep in their schoolbag and use regularly
throughout the day.
We are trying to have some semblance of social distancing, which as you would appreciate
is very difficult in a school, so we are asking parents to say goodbye to their child at the
door. Teachers and cleaners are doing their best to keep on top of cleanliness in the rooms,
but some of the classes, particularly in the junior end of the school can become quite full
in the mornings. Please discuss this with your child to reduce any anxiety they may feel.
We would like families to be discussing the importance of not sharing food or hugging – we
know that this is really difficult for younger children as hugging is one of the ways in which
they express and maintain friendships. We will also stop providing popcorn to the class
with the highest attendance for the fortnight and this will be replaced with a certificate for
the class.
Cont...
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Families self-isolating are not being provided with specific work packages for students at
this point. They are, however, encouraged to access Reading Eggs/Eggspress (PP - Yr 2),
Literacy Pro, Mathletics (Yrs 3 – 6), continue reading and journal writing. Some teachers
who are using other online platforms with their class may be able to provide parents with
login details depending on the agreement requirement. Our focus is on curriculum
delivery in the classroom.
Based on current advice, the following will apply:
*Lap-A-Thon – postponed

*Harmony Day Assembly – cancelled

*3-Way-Conferences – postponed

*Excursions/Incursions – postponed

*Assemblies – postponed – discussions about acknowledging students with the various
awards usually presented at assemblies is currently underway.
*ANZAC Service – cancelled as a whole school event, but will be acknowledged in a
different manner – perhaps over the PA system, this is still being discussed.
*Tribes Luncheon – postponed

*DDSA Summer Carnival – cancelled

*Music in the Mall (Senior Choir) - withdrawn
*Ukulele Club and the shared use of instruments in Music have been suspended for
hygiene reasons

*Senior Choir will move to the undercover area to allow for social distancing
*Hopperoos and Public Speaking will continue at this time – will be reviewed as new
recommendations come in.
*Senior and Middle School Sport to continue at present.
I am unable to provide any time frame for the re-introduction of these activities, but at
present it looks like it will continue throughout Term 2. Any decision about the Year 6
camp will be left for as late as possible.
All non-essential meetings have been postponed until further notice and teachers may
request that meetings with parents be done over the phone.
We are extremely grateful for the support we are getting from the majority of the community and hope that this continues as we navigate these uncertain times. A situation like
this is a good occasion to remind families that our staff are human and have the same
fears for themselves and their family as you have for yourself and your family.
We are all in this together!
Fiona Blundell
Principal

2020 Faction Swimming Carnival
Friday 6th March saw our annual Faction Swimming Carnival take place at Armadale Aquatic and Fitness Centre. As usual, the
wonderful array of red, blue, yellow and green faction bays made a great backdrop to the competition taking place in the
pool. Everyone seemed to be having a great time participating on the day. It was fantastic to see the students cheering and
encouraging each other throughout the day, and students having a go at a variety of events.
We would like to thank all students who participated, the parents who volunteered their time to assist with the place judge
roles and also all of the staff for your hard work and enthusiasm throughout the day. You are to be commended APS on a
fantastic day.
So congratulations again to all our students for their sportsmanship and competitive spirit shown through the full day of
events. Well done to our Champion Boys and Girls, and to Pluto who took out this year’s Outright Shield.

The results were as follows:
MEDALS
YEAR

RUNNER UP

CHAMPION

YEAR 3 BOYS

Jason Jacobsen (Venus)

Beau McIntyre (Pluto)

YEAR 3 GIRLS

Tegan Platt (Jupiter)

Kiitana Wilkins (Neptune)

YEAR 4 BOYS

Aimee Ford (Pluto)
Brody Peake (Neptune)

Zac Speedy (Jupiter)

YEAR 4 GIRLS

Cobi Clarke (Pluto)

Billie Ainger (Pluto)

YEAR 5 BOYS

Tyler Halligan (Neptune)

Callum Linton (Venus)

YEAR 5 GIRLS

Aliyah Morris-Wikitera (Pluto)

Owen Johnston (Jupiter)
Sophie Carr (Venus)

YEAR 6 BOYS

Joshua Durrant (Pluto)

Ravi Andrews (Pluto)

YEAR 6 GIRLS

Tabea Dobson (Neptune)

Jacinta Puar (Pluto)

SHIELD
PLACING

FACTION

FACTION TOTAL

1st Place

Pluto

196

2nd Place

Venus

132

3rd Place

Neptune

131

4th Place

Jupiter

125

Science this year has been extremely busy but fun getting to know one another and all of the students names, along with diving into Armadale Primary Schools wonderful strong sense of culture and deep respect for science past, present and into the future! Here is a snapshot of some of the very busy term of
learning, exploring and investigating we have had so far!
Kindergarten and Pre-Primary
We are moving our bodies and exploring
the many ways in which different objects can move.
Does it roll? Does it slide? Does it bounce?

Year 1
We have been exploring the many sounds we
hear, where they come from, how they are made, and what they look like.
In the younger years, we have been getting familiar with ‘POE’ –
Planning, Observing and Explaining when planning
and Conducting
Investigations or experiments.
Year 2
We are investigating pushes and pulls with all
sorts of objects, creating amazing ramps to test
out different surfaces with friction too.
Planning investigations to see of many different
objects float or sink, and why that may be so!
Year 3
We are heating up cold objects, melting
(yummy and

sometimes edible) objects,

that we col-

and learning how to record out data
lect.
Looking at the many types of energy all
around us,
and enjoying the ‘static electricity ball’.

Year 4
We are looking at magnets and what they
are attracted to and why. We have been looking
at the words ‘repel’ and ‘attract’ and in the upper
years, we are learning to plan our investigations
using ‘PROE’ - Prediction Reason Observation and
Explanation.

Year 5
We are learning about light, and we have nearly

completed out reflection room (box). Thank you
to all who brought in boxes, those that helped build and
create houses at home and in the classroom that
reflect light
Year6
We are looking at the discovery of electricity
through to understanding in an electrical circuit.
We have built and created many of our own, and

even design our own circuit! Soon we will have to
create it and learn the many symbols and their
names.
Many thanks – Mrs Matrozis

Community and P&C News
Uniform Shop
Please see below the times for the uniform shop for Term 1.
Week 8 – Fri 27 Mar 8.00am—8.20am
Week 10 – Wed 8 April 2.30pm—2.50pm
At all other times, you may complete an order form and, with payment, place it in the P&C blue box behind the
Deputies' Office, where it will be filled and passed onto your child’s class teacher.
The P&C can now take EFTPOS for new uniforms while the shop is open. Payment for 2nd hand uniforms can be
made at the office and are cash only
Our uniform shop is staffed by parent helpers, if you are able to assist at any of the open days, please contact
Zowie Howard via the shop. All assistance is appreciated.

P&C Information
The P & C met on Tuesday night at the school library and had an extremely productive meeting. At this stage the
P & C will not be able to host a disco or similar events , so we need the school community's support now more
then ever to continue raising funds for the school and its students. The P & C Voluntary Contributions of $50 per
family can still be paid; please place the money in an envelope with the student(s) details and deposit into the
blue box behind the office. We would like to thank you all for your continued support.
Fundraising
Save the Date - Mother's Day Stall Returns!
Stall will be open for a week prior to the end of Term 1.
Join our online auction for an Entertainment Book!
Bidding starts Friday 20th March at 5pm and ends Sunday 22nd March at 5pm.
Uniform Shop
On Tuesday night, the members of the P & C voted to cease any further ordering of uniform stock. This includes
the new polos, jackets and faction shirts. Please be aware that we may not have any new stock in until late Term
3.
At this stage we have old style polos at $10 each, old style jackets at $40 each, old style hats are $5 and
old style faction shirts at $10 each, all in various sizes.
There is also second-hand stock available, which we will have on display at the next uniform shop open day. The
uniform shop will be open next Friday (27/3) morning from 8 - 8:20am.
The new hats will hopefully arrive early next week, once they do arrive we will be in contact with those
that have pre-ordered with payment.
We ask for your patience at this time.

School Banking
The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities and our people is our first priority. Due to the rapidly developing situation with Coronavirus , School Banking has been temporarily paused until the start of Term 2. Please
do not bring your deposit book with your weekly banking into school and we will notify you when the School Banking Program recommences. Commonwealth Bank.

Canteen News

