
FROM THE PRINCIPAL... 

A R M A D A L E  P R I M A R Y  

12th June 2019  Issue 9 

Dear Parents and Carers 

It has been wonderful to be out and about in the school seeing the majority of students wearing full 

school uniform with pride.  The uniform readily identifies the students as being part of a school family 

and a sense of belonging is very important to success in schooling. In the cooler weather it is important 

for students to keep warm and dry. 

Attendance: Attendance continues to be a focus for all schools as it is vitally important for every child to 

attend school regularly and arrive at school on time in order to maximise their learning. Everyday        

attendance increases their educational outcomes thereby increasing their career opportunities. 

At Armadale Primary School we are striving to maintain regular attendance of all students. The School 

Education Act 1999 requires parents to send their children to school each school day unless there is a 

good reason for them not to attend. We recognise and are sympathetic to the fact that legitimate illness 

is a valid reason for reduced attendance. However, as partners with you in your child’s learning, we are 

obliged to point out that reduced attendance can have a large impact on academic achievement. We 

look forward to seeing all of our students attend regularly at Armadale Primary School. If students’      

attendance rates do reduce, contact will be made with families. Please come and talk to your child’s 

teacher if you have any concerns about their learning, progress or attendance so that we can work     

together to help them achieve their goals. It is also important that the school is notified when a student 

is absent from school. We have some incentive rewards at the end of the year whereby eligibility is    

dependent on students having 100% of their absences explained. Reminder letters are sent home     

several times per term to students with unexplained absences and it is important to respond so that your 

child remains eligible for end of year rewards. 
 

Swimming Lessons: Swimming lessons for Years 3 to 6 finished last Friday and the school received a 

small number of complaints regarding reactions to chlorine. Much time was spent trying to change the 

venue for the next round of lessons that were due to happen in Term 3. We have been successful in 

getting the venue changed back to Armadale Aquatic Centre but the lessons will not be until Term 4. 

We will have swimming lessons for  Pre-primary to Year 2 students in Weeks 1 & 2. The lessons will 

start on Wednesday October 16 and will finish on Friday 25th October. 

  

Reporting to Parents: Reports will be sent out electronically unless we are advised that you would like 

to receive a hard copy. If you have changed your email address in the last 6 months please update your 

details with Mrs Rawlings in the front office so that your child’s report goes to the correct email address. 

Reports will be sent out on Tuesday 2nd July in Week 10. 

 
FIONA BLUNDELL 
PRINCIPAL 

TERM 2—ASSEMBLY ROSTER   

Date Control Class Item Class 

  Year Area Teacher Year Area Teacher 

14 June     Faction Captains 1 3 & 4 Mrs Verissimo & Mrs Edwards 

28 June     Student Councillors Junior Choir Ms Hartley 
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18th June   School Board Meeting 

21st June   DDSA Winter Carnival 

25th June   TRIBES Deputies’ Lunch 

28th June   P&C Winter Wonderland Disco 

2nd July   Semester 1 School Reports emailed home via Connect 

2nd July—5th July  Yr 6 Camp @ Forrest Edge 

5th July   Last day for Term 2 

***Term 3 commences on Monday 22nd July 2019*** 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Junior Dale Fest  

 

Today was the annual Junior Dale Fest singing event. As I am writing 

this after it is all finished I can tell you what a sensational group of 

Year Three students we have here at our school!  

These students sang tunefully and with great confidence and focus. Our item song ‘Hands across        

Australia’ was so powerful. A wonderful message of unity sung by our Year Threes with such passion. 

The community songs were happy and joyful songs that we have been preparing for weeks.  

Our school community will get a chance to hear two of our Dale Fest songs when we sing them for      

everyone at the Week 9 assembly.  

Thanks must go to our lovely Year Three teachers for their support 

and enthusiasm.  

It wouldn’t be possible without them! 

Ms Hartley  
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 E X P R E S S I O N S  O F  I N T E R E S T   F O R  K I N D E R G A R T E N  
A N D  

P R E  P R I M A R Y  P O S I T I O N S  F O R  2 0 2 0   

Parents are invited to complete expressions of interest for enrolment into               

Kindergarten for 2020.  Students who were born between 1st July 2015 and 30 

June 2016 are eligible to attend Kindergarten in 2020.   

We are also taking applications for enrolment into Pre Primary 2020.   

Pre Primary is the first compulsory school year for students born between 1st July 

2014 and 30 June 2015.  For students currently in Kindy at APS — please advise the 

office if you wish to continue at APS.   

Those students living within the APS intake area will be guaranteed a position.       

Families that are out of our intake area will need to complete a Cross Boundary       

Application and selection criteria will be applied to those applications. 

At APS, Kindergarten is still optional and therefore our selection criteria will apply 

based on DOE Policy.  When applying for a position, we ask that parents please      

provide a copy of your child’s birth certificate and immunisation records, along 

with proof of residential address (utilities account, rates notice, insurance papers 

for house).  Families will be advised in late August of the outcome of their             

application. 

The closing date for applications is Friday 26th July, 2019. 

We thank you for your support and look forward to receiving your  application. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the front office on  9391 4500 



Braddon’s Blot - Sarah Taylor Page 4 

A Tasmanian perspective on Australian Federation and the drafting of the  

constitution. 

He stood statuesque; scanning his eyes along the rolling fields, his thoughts travelling down narrow streets to what he 

imagined would be a great moment in history. Edward knew there would be an army at the opposition’s firing line, ready 

to shoot him down, but he had come well prepared for the battle for his colony’s interests. He knew he would certainly 

make a statement and hopefully a change to the new nation’s government. “Braddon Blot,” he murmured, “I’m better 

than that.” 

The steam ship met the banks of the Yarra River, then hooves led the way northeast. This was it, the moment he had 

been waiting for. His gaze attended to the reigning columns that touched the roof of the house. He smoothed his ink 

black suit and rustled his grizzled unruly hair. The media across Melbourne had gathered, along with others eager to lis-

ten in. His blood churned at the thought of Tasmania’s money inching away to the federal government’s greedy hands. It 

would not happen, not so easily. 

Everyone had hustled to his or her seats and he had too. The grand hung chandeliers emitted a soft radiance above and 

the velvety curtains cloaked the walls of the house. Fingers flicked though notes, piercing eyes scanned the room, 

thoughts stirred away. “I say, I will give a fair go to all,” said a hushed voice. Perspiration infected a white-faced room; 

the wood that encased the walls could not stand its ground against the sun’s bake, figures anxious. This was the final 

meeting and Braddon was determined make the best of the long day ahead. 

The room rapidly conjured up a storm as the sides fired bullets at one another. Questions ricocheted against the walls and 

voices were already starting to become hoarse. Edward’s body tensed and waited for his turn to speak. “What do you 

think you’re doing thinking of taking away the money that we and the rest of the colonies deserve? It is not fair that we 

suffer losing tariff money that is being thrown away to your greedy hands. On behalf of Tasmania, I insist that the feder-

al government gives the colonies back at least three quarters of our money when you become leader!” Henry Parkes 

stepped his words in too. “This man is right! My word, Free trade will change Australia!” 

“I second that,” agreed Reid. 

“I third that,” supported Turner. 

The house lowered aside from faint whispering of individuals could be heard. 

A lingering stillness of sound followed. “I can assure you, every single pound that we will receive in taxation is put to 

good use” said Edmund Barton. Edward’s blood gurgled as though he was inside a kettle at boiling point. The alluring 

feeling urged him to release his wrath on the untenable adversary. “Good use!” coughed Braddon, “Do you really think 

dishing your money to the top end of town is good use of your money?” He glanced around the room to see many mixed 

expressions – some with agreement and others in contrary. Mr Barton’s eyes inflamed like green jalapeños in a blistering 

saucepan. It was turning into a relentless game of tug of war. 

A flood of immaculately pressed suits clambered feet on the stairs just outside the parliament. The day had walked away 

and the conclusion was final. No one knew what could happen now apart from the fact that someone was to win. The 

beams of brilliant, lemon sunlight tingled Edward’s face once more, as his leather oxfords trailed behind the group. Now 

seated in the box seat, steed’s hooves kicked up the dust and the two wheels groaned. “To the river!” ordered Braddon. 

The meeting was so far into the past that it seemed like a blink of time. A series of keen eyes traced the group of re-

nowned figures to their seats, gravitated and stuck like some kind of sense-defying magnetic force. A mass of men, 

women and children, huddled like penguins in the park to hear the words that would change their country forever. As 

Queen Victoria made her appearance, the world came to a sudden halt. A silver ballpoint pen’s ink bled into the page. 

“I hereby declare Australia a nation.” 

Then the new nation erupted in joy. 



Braddon’s Blot Artwork - Sarah Taylor 
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P&C and Community News 

Uniform Shop 

Term 2 Dates    

Friday 14th June 8:00-8:20   Wednesday 26th June 2:30-2:50 

At all other times, you may complete an order form and, with payment, place it in the P&C blue 

box behind the Deputies' Office, where it will be filled and passed onto your child’s class      

teacher. Please be reminded that payments to the P&C are cash or cheque only. 

Our uniform shop is staffed by parent helpers, if you are able to assist at any of the open days, 

please contact Melinda Linton via the shop. All assistance is appreciated. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUNDRAISER 

We're very excited to be fundraising with Entertainment™ Book again 
this year.  

Order your NEW 2019/2020 Entertainment™ Books and Entertain-
ment™ Digital Memberships from us today, and $14 of the proceeds 
goes back to the Armadale Primary School P & C. 

 

The Books and Digital memberships are available NOW, orders yours online today at https://
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83936a 

 

Please remember to share the above link with your friends and family that want to purchase an             
Entertainment Membership. so they can help support the school too!! 

If you still have an Entertainment Book at home, please       
return either the book or payment to the front office            

immediately. 

Woolworths Earn and Learn 

We are still collecting stickers for the Woolworths Earn and Learn promotion.  

There are sticker collection boxes located at the school office 

and there is also 1 box at Woolworths  Armadale.   

Don’t forget sticker sheets can be downloaded from: http://

www.woolworths.com.au/earnandlearn. 

x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entertainmentbook.com.au%2Forderbooks%2F83936a&data=02%7C01%7CVictoria.Rawlings2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C1fa9abef91d04109bed808d6e28cc98d%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636945
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.entertainmentbook.com.au%2Forderbooks%2F83936a&data=02%7C01%7CVictoria.Rawlings2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C1fa9abef91d04109bed808d6e28cc98d%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636945
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P&C and Community News 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

5 CENT FUNDRAISER What a great effort so far! Will Mrs Tran’s class 

win the lunch? Have Mrs Verissimo’s year ones searched down every 

car seat? The last day to bring in your treasure is Friday 14th June.  

COLOUR FUN DAY UPDATE 

Who had a great time at the Colour Fun Day? It certainly looked like the parents enjoyed it the most. So 
folks, if you want to throw colours at your children again next year, we need to be able to see exactly 
how successful the day was. You can help by making sure you return your forms as soon as possible - 
every single dollar makes a difference! And your information will help to make next year’s event even 
better! 
 
We have 62% of forms and money that have been returned – a fantastic effort. The first class to return 
all forms and funds will each receive an ice-pole! But wait, there’s more: prize draws for those who had 
their forms and funds in by 31 May will occur on Friday – who will be taking away a brand new gift 
voucher?  
 
Hay you guys!! We still have 7 bales for sale – please get in contact with APS.fundraising@outlook.com 
if you would like to purchase one for the bargain price of $5.  
 
 
WINTER WONDERLAND DISCO 

 

 
A magical night awaits you on Friday 28 June (Parents: if you would like to help make the magic happen, 
please speak to us!) 
 
The Junior disco will be held from 4:30 until 5:30 pm, with the Senior disco held from 5:45 until 7:15 
pm.  A pre-order pizza dinner will be available on the night – more information will be coming soon, 
including order forms which will need to be returned by Wednesday 26 June.  
 
Thank you 

Selina Clarke and Alison Larke 

mailto:APS.fundraising@outlook.com
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P&C and Community News 

WHAT ARE TRIPLE P SEMINARS? 

Triple P Seminars are for large groups of parents –    possi-
bly 20 or more. It’s an informal presentation, a little like a 
public forum. There are three seminars in the      Triple P se-
ries and you can choose to do one, two or all three:  

The Power of Positive Parenting: For every parent who ever wondered: 
“Why does my child do that?” This seminar helps you understand the 
reasons kids do what they do, so you can guide their behaviour – and 
see more of the behaviour you like, and less of the behaviour you don’t 
like.  

Raising Confident, Competent Children: You can help your child          
become confident and successful – at school and beyond. Find out 
ways to encourage them to be respectful and considerate, communicate 
and get on well with others, feel good about themselves and become   
independent problem solvers.  

Raising Resilient Children: How can you help your child manage their 
emotions so they cope well with disappointment and in stressful           
situations? Get the strategies that will allow them to recognise positive 
and negative emotions – and deal with them in a healthy way.  

The first session that we will be running is on The Power of Positive       
Parenting. There is a session scheduled at Armadale Arena on the 14

th
 of    

August at 9:30am.  
To book go to: www.trybooking.com/BCWEQ or Phone: 1300 749 869 
For the convenience of parents, Armadale Primary is going to host sessions 
at the school with the first being towards the end of Term 3. We will be      
surveying parents to gauge the time that best suits you! These times will be 
either 8:45-10:30am, 1-3pm, or in the evening 6-8pm.  

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE? 

The seminars last around 90 minutes. There is time at the end for your   
questions, but you won’t have to speak up if you don’t want to. It’s your 
choice. There’s no homework and no follow up. It is designed to be a brief 

introduction to the Triple P strategies. But you will definitely get some great 
ideas to take home and try out with your family. 
 

http://www.trybooking.com/BCWEQ
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